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DEAR FRIENDS,

Several years ago, we were invited to a dinner by our 

friend Cris Raymond, who had been involved with 

LitNet for a long time. At the dinner, LitNet’s former 

Executive Director spoke about the organization’s 

mission of transforming lives. The citizenship and 

literacy aspects especially resonated with us. After 

learning more about the organization and considering 

the respect we had for many of LitNet’s board 

members, we decided to reach out and work with their team on endowing a scholarship 

for the citizenship application, which led to the creation of the Matthew and Hannah Keator 

Family Scholarship for New Americans.

It has been wonderful partnering with LitNet. The leadership team has been respectful, and 

the learners have all been so grateful. One of the residual benefits of being a part of LitNet 

has been witnessing the special bond that the learners develop with their tutors, and in turn, 

the rewarding feeling the tutors have for their learners’ accomplishments.

There are several reasons why folks would want to support LitNet. It’s moving to watch adult 

learners achieve their American citizenship after working so hard to not only learn the English 

language but learn about our history and government, too. Secondly, the United States was 

founded on immigration—it’s the backbone of who we are as a country and an important 

cog in the engine of our economy. We think an organization that helps people realize 

the American Dream by teaching them English and working through the legal process of 

obtaining citizenship is something that can be celebrated and supported by all.

Matthew and Hannah Keator
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LitNet is an incredible organization,  
and we are proud to be a part of it. 



OPENING 
DOORS OF 
OPPORTUNITY… 

…FOR ONE

When Guadalupe moved from El Salvador 

to the United States in 2016, her goal was to 

learn English and then find work as a nurse. 

She had worked as a nurse for more than 

20 years in El Salvador—it has been her life 

calling since she was a little girl. But because 

nursing is a constantly changing field, and 

because regulations and even diseases differ 

from country to country, she had to start 

completely from scratch in this country. 

This year, after completing the prerequisites 

(in English!), Guadalupe is now in her first 

semester of the nursing program at Berkshire 

Community College. 

Nothing about this process has been easy. 

But with the guidance of a few LitNet 

tutors, Guadalupe has become proficient 

in English, become a U.S. citizen, received 

high marks in all her courses, and earned 

several scholarships—all while working 

full-time at Berkshire Meadows. Guadalupe 

is currently working with her LitNet tutor, 

Leslie, on pronunciation, writing, reading, 

and her nursing program homework. “She 

is amazing,” Guadalupe says of Leslie. “She 

helps me with everything.” 

Guadalupe is quick to acknowledge all the 

people who have helped on her journey: 

her mother, who helped her raise her son 

so she could work full time in El Salvador. 

Her husband, who encouraged her to learn 

English and helped her secure her nursing 

assistant certification. Her LitNet tutors and 

the BCC staff, who mentored her along the 

way. Guadalupe recognizes that when one 

person is helped, that guidance ripples out 

to affect so many others. She is eager to 

get back to being a surgery nurse and is 

on course to become an RN by June 2025. 

Her ultimate goal is to become a nurse 

practitioner.
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Guadalupe has been a LitNet learner since  

2018, studying in the areas of ESOL, citizenship, 

and general education as she works on her 

nursing degree.

“ I love helping people  
and I hope to soon give  
back a little of what has  

been given to me.”



…FOR SOME

When Samantha came to the United States, 

he had a five-year plan: find a good job, buy 

a house, enroll his children in a good school, 

and help his wife, Indunil, secure work. He 

wanted to have a comfortable life. “I think  

I’ve achieved most of that,” he says. And it’s 

only been two years.

Samantha immigrated to the U.S. from  

Sri Lanka, a small, developing country 

in South Asia with a poor economy. He 

worked for the Water Supply and Sanitation 

Improvement Project, a Sri Lankan project 

funded by the World Bank, but saw little 

future for his three children, now ages eight, 

six, and two-and-a-half. In 2019, he applied 

for a Diversity Visa to work in the United 

States. When the opportunity came through, 

he was “jazzed” to come to the U.S. “There 

was so much opportunity.”

Samantha works for the Massachusetts 

Department of Transportation as a Civil 

Engineer. He designs and reviews state 

roads and highways, working with software 

such as Civil 3D. Although he was already 

a competent English speaker, he sought 

out LitNet for help with his pronunciation. 

His tutor, Jim, has helped him practice the 

rhythm and intonation of conversational 

English. Samantha’s native language, 

Sinhalese, is a “speed language,” he says.  

Jim has helped him slow down.

Samantha says he is still climbing the career 

ladder but feels confident in the direction he 

is heading. In addition, he is brewing ideas 

for a side business importing Sri Lankan Blue 

Sapphires. “I have three kids, and I know 

how much a college education in the United 

States costs. This would be a good asset for 

their future.” Like so many LitNet learners, 

Samantha continues to strive for success so 

that his children can have a better life and 

more opportunities.

.

“ It was a big challenge  
for me to communicate  

here in the beginning. LitNet 
made a huge change in my 

life and on my family.”

Indunil, Samantha, and their children
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…FOR MANY

Deisy Escobar, once a LitNet tutor, joined our 

staff  this year as a First-Generation College 

Coordinator and assists immigrant families 

navigating the college application process for 

the fi rst time. She says: 

“LitNet’s mission is to transform lives, and it’s 

a statement in its truest form. I’ve witnessed 

fi rsthand how a learner can grow to become a 

teacher and a mentor. Learners like my mom, 

who is now an advocate for new immigrant 

families at the Berkshire Hills School District, 

inspired me to become a LitNet tutor, which 

opened the door 

for me to become 

LitNet’s First-Gen 

Coordinator. In 

this role, I have 

partnered with 

former LitNet 

learners Sandra 

and Domenica, 

now leaders in 

our community, 

to deliver 

workshops. We all 

feel empowered 

to help other families and students. It’s a ripple 

eff ect: when given a chance and opportunity, 

multiple lives are changed. I am here to help 

empower other young people, many of whom 

were once LitNet learners or whose parents 

were, and who now have the chance to pave the 

way for others. LitNet allows us to see ourselves 

in many roles, not just as learners but as tutors, 

advocates, mentors, and leaders.” 

The English language learners at Kripalu Center 

for Yoga & Health

…FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY

In 2023, LitNet began group English 

instruction for staff  at Kripalu. Mark Rodovick, 

Associate Director of Operations + Rooms and 

Interim Director of Campus Safety at Kripalu, 

told us of the signifi cant impact the language 

lessons are having:

“The English program at Kripalu has been a 

big hit with our staff . Seeing the results and 

the looks on the faces of my employees as 

they walk out of class makes it worth it. This 

program matters because we are investing 

back into a population that works so very 

hard for us. We are helping to provide the 

tools that might lay the groundwork for career 

advancement, progress in their home lives, 

and a stronger sense of belonging. We have 

noticed staff  come out of class and share 

what they learned and how that can help 

them. Small things go such a long way. Being 

able to help put this program together with 

LitNet, seeing people attend classes weekly, 

and watching each of them leave with their 

textbooks, notebooks, and smiles on their 

faces makes me feel proud, joyful, and more 

determined to continue helping our non-

English speaking community.”

EMPOWERING 
CHANGE… 
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TAPAS, TEQUILA & TANGO
On September 9, LitNet held its annual fundraising celebration, Tapas, Tequila & Tango, at 

the Berkshire Botanical Garden in Stockbridge. Nearly 200 attendees showed up to support 

LitNet! A tango dance demonstration, bright decorations, and yummy Latin food created a 

festive atmosphere. Two tutor-learner pairs shared their stories—powerful testaments to the 

transformative nature of LitNet’s tutoring.

Bank leader and involved community member Bill Dunleavy was honored at our event. Bill’s 

lifelong commitment to getting things done and making a difference embodies the spirit of 

LitNet: transform one life, transform a community. “Volunteering and community service are 

not chores,” Bill said in his speech. “They too are a privilege. … It has been so satisfying to be 

part of groups that work together to address challenges, problem solve, and achieve goals.”

7



CELEBRATING ONE YEAR OF 
THE SUSAN WEINTRAUB TUTOR 
RESOURCE CENTER

Thanks to the founders of the Susan Weintraub Tutor Resource Center (SWTRC), the Literacy 

Network has gained a new identity and has enjoyed an increased sense of professionalism. 

From learners having a place to enroll in our services to tutors being trained and having 

access to LitNet staff and resources, all our work begins at the SWTRC. We’re so pleased to 

honor Sue’s legacy in perpetuity by having a home for our growing community. The SWTRC 

has strengthened our offerings, partnerships, and how LitNet connects with the Berkshire 

County community at large.
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LitNet is excited to be partnering with 

Berkshire Community College, Latinas413, 

Railroad Street Youth Project, and other 

Berkshire institutions and organizations to 

launch the following initiatives in 2024:

• Bilingual FAFSA Workshops for 

First-Gen College Hopefuls

• College Application Essay Tutoring 

for First-Gen Applicants

• Workplace-Related Curriculum

• Internship and Professional 

Certificate Support

“I’m now confident in holding 

conversations, expressing my opinions, 

and defending my viewpoints. I still make 

mistakes, but they no longer deter me; 

instead, they serve as valuable learning 

opportunities.  —Viviana

“The impact of my LitNet English  

classes on my life and the success of my 

business is indisputable. Now I clean 24 

homes and eight commercial businesses 

every week. I have hired several people 

to work with me. I can talk clearly with 

my clients and write to them via text or 

email. Because of my improved English 

skills, I can also manage the many special 

requests that my clients make, and that 

has helped my company grow and be 

successful.”  —Maritza

“For me, the tutoring program is like 

meeting up with a friend, reading books 

together, and having conversations  

about interesting topics. I feel like it’s 

more of a discovery together, which I 

enjoy a lot.” —Max 

IMMIGRATION & 
LITERACY IN 
MASSACHUSETTS
According to federal census data, there are 

about 1,277,488 foreign-born individuals 

living in Massachusetts—about 18% of the 

state’s population. About 6% of Berkshire 

County’s population is foreign-born. 

Of Massachusetts’ foreign-born residents:

• 44% speak English “less than very well.”

• 20.7% have less than a high school 

diploma—compared to 5.7% of the  

U.S.-born population.

• 18.9% have a bachelor’s degree, 

compared to 27.1% of the U.S.-born 

population.

LITNET IN 2023
LitNet served 330 learners through its 1:1 

tutoring programs. We served an additional 

30 individuals—first-generation college 

hopefuls and their families—through our 

bilingual FAFSA and college application essay 

pilot workshops. LitNet learners ranged in 

age from 17 to 79, came from 37 different 

countries, and spoke 20 different languages.

What some of our learners achieved this year:

• 12 LitNet-Keator Scholars became 

American citizens.

• 25 learners advanced in their careers.

• 11 learners passed a test that granted 

some kind of licensure, such as a driver’s 

license or CNA certificate.

• More than 80 tutors indicated their 

learners demonstrated improvement in 

speaking, comprehension, reading, and/ 

or writing.

WHAT OUR 
LEARNERS  
HAVE TO SAY
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS
THIS LIST INCLUDES SUPPORTERS WHO GAVE TO LITNET FROM JANUARY 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2023.

INDIVIDUAL 
SUPPORTERS

Elise Abrams

Marion Adler

Tanya & George Ambriz

Anonymous (15)

Ellen & William Apfel

Barbara Babb & Peter Toran

Sibylle Baier

Christine Baldridge

Carliss Baldwin & 

 Randolph Hawthorne

Joan Bancroft

Maria Bardo & Dale D. Bardo

Sandra Baron & Greg Diskant

Patricia & Will Barrett

Kate Barton & Sam Craig

Alice Beal & The Honorable

 William Francis Kuntz II

Anne & John Beardsley

Judith & Alan Benjamin

Sandra & Eric Berkowitz

Lina Bermudez & 

 Camilo Manrique

Lynn Bertelli & Alan Wilcox

Dana Biberman

Melissa & John Bissell

Paula & Noel Blagg

Laura Jane Blank & 

 Mitch Schlansky

Harriet Bloch & Evan Sakellarios

Stephanie Blumenthal

Birgit & Charles Blyth

Lorita & Thomas Bosworth

Ellen & Stephen Boyd

Sarah & Bronly Boyd

Stephanie & Carl Bradford

Paula Bradley

Marcella & Jeff Bradway

Pamela & Andrew Breslin

Deborah Buccino & Eric Plakun

The Don and Maggie 

 Buchwald Foundation

Ashley Nicole Buckley-Wright

Sarah Bullitt

Nancy & Michael Bullock

Deborah & Richard Burke

Julie & Ethan Buyon

Elizabeth Calhoun

Laurel & Mario Caluori

Lynn Campana & Paul Hirt

David Campbell

Melissa Canavan & 

 Dylan Caro-Canavan

Jill Cancellieri

Linda Cantoni

Eugene Carr

Lisa Cavender & 

 Nicholas Kierstead

Catheryn Chacon Ortega

Roselle & Alan Chartock

Claudine Chavanne

Catherine & Matthew Chester

Amy & Quentin Chin

Kathleen Chrisman

Patricia Coates

Laurence Cohen

Marsha & Steve Cohen

Randi & Howard Cohen

Ronnie & Lawrence Cohen

Valerie Coleman & Joan Katter

Terry & Douglas Cooper

Claudia Coplan

Sandra Cozzaglio

Susan Crofut & Benjamin Luxon

Tracey & Shaun Cusson

Anna Cypra Oliver & 

 Stephan Klein

Zoë & Stuart Dalheim

Susan & Edmund Dana

Emily Daunis

Jeann & John Davidson

Helen Hoffman Davies & 

 John Haskett Davies

Emily & Otha Day

Virginia DeLugan

Carol & Herb Diamond

Leigh Doherty

Toni & Michael Doherty

Norma & Gilbert d’Oliveira

Laura Dubester

Carolyn & Peter Dunlaevy

Marie Monroe & Jeffrey Dunlaevy

Julie & Bernard Edmonds

Gail Edwin & Robert Stein

Linda & Tom Egan

Cia Elkin & Larry Gadd

Molly & Mark Elliot

Alane & Jim Fagin

Tyler Fairbank

Tricia Farley-Bouvier

Wendy & Eric Federer

Nora Fernandez & 

 Kurt Goodrich

Chris Ferrero & 

 Martin Sennett

Lea & David Finck

Fiordellisi Williams 

 Family Foundation
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Dena & John Fisher

Nancy Fitzpatrick & 

 Lincoln Russell

Robin Fleet & 

 Philip Coleman

Steffi Fletcher

Patricia Flinn

Susan & Henry Flint

Denise & Steve Fogarty

Roz Forman

Tracy & Andrew Foster

Susan Foulds

Jaclyn Aubin Freitag &

 Matthew Freitag

Jill Friedlander & 

 Michael Goroff

Janice & Steven Friedman

Patricia Gauvas

Virginia & James Giddens

Cornelia & George Gilder

Elsie Gilligan

Allison & Vincent Giracca

Ruth & Leon Glazerman

Irma & Paul Godlin

David Goldenberg

Elizabeth & Jesse Goodman

Judie & Joel Grossman

Adrienne Gruskin

Thomas Gunning

Marianne & Dave Hall

Bobbie Hallig

Alice Halsted

Mary & Charles Hamilton

Ellen & Scott Hand

Julie & Steven Hannum

Susan Happ

Susan & James Harding

The Estate of Helen 

 Schmidt Hardman

Janice & Harry Hartford

Marilyn & George Haus

Alexandra Heddinger & 

 Marc Warren

Kenneth Heim

Cheryl Heller & Gary Scheft

Eliza Hewat

Tricia Hickey

Louise & Arthur Hillman

Susie & Stuart Hirschfield

Sarah Hitchcock-DeGregori &

 Alessandro DeGregori

Lois Hobbs & Bob Luhmann

Arlyn & Owen Hoberman

Barbara & Andrew Hochberg

Joanne & Stephen Hodgin

Judith & Daniel Hoffman

Phyllis & Peter Hofman

Karen Hopenwasser & 

 Merrick Rossein

Jill Hornor & Yo-Yo Ma

Suzanne & Lynn Howard

Kristine Huffman & 

 Reinout van Wagtendonk

Carole & Gordon Hyatt

Marilou & John Hyson

Leslie Ioffredo

Jane Iredale & 

 Robert Montgomery

Wendy Jennis & Doug Mishkin

Linda & Gary Johnston

Sandi Kafenbaum

Merle Duskin Kailas & Leo Kailas

Judy Kaminstein

Isabelle Kaplan

Sharon & Daniel Kasper

Gloria & Armand Katz

Marilyn & Elihu Katzman

Hannah & Matthew Keator

Jackie & Ron Kelly

Sharon & Nik Kennedy

Edward Keon

Julie & Franklin Kern

Sara Kiesel

Athena & Richard Kimball

Susanne King

Joan Kinne

Phyllis Klein

Sara Kleiner-Goudey & 

 Douglas Goudey

Rena & Steven Klosk

Leslie & Roy Kozupsky

Cathy & Henry Lanier

Donna Leep

Jane Lehman & Matthew Winter

Jeanne Lemlin & Edward Curtin

Hilda & Martin Levine

Bonnie & John Lipa

Katherine Lockridge

Caitlin & Dusty Lopez

Lisa Loring

Leda & Bob Lubin

Chris Lynch

Shirley Lynn

Barbara & Roger Manring

Alissa Margulies

Laura Mars

Marlene Marshall

Janis Martinson Sagarin &

 Stephen Sagarin

Ivy & Daniel Marwil

Dawn & Christopher Masiero

Kate & Carly Massey

Georgia A. Massucco

William Matthiesen

Barbara & Christopher May

Elizabeth & Allen Mayer

Julie & David McCarthy

Mary McClellan & 

 Christopher Magee

Lee McClelland

Rosemarie & William McCormack

Carey McIntosh

Betsy McKearnan

Margaret McTeigue & Tom Wessel

Michael McTeigue

Maria Mejia

Julia and Gilbert Merrill

 Foundation Inc.

Ellen & Frank Michelman

Enid Michelman

Theresa Michney

Nancy Milbauer

Ann Miller



Nancy & Michael Miller

Nancy & Tim Minkler

Melissa Mishcon & Charles Ferris

Laurie Norton Moffatt & 

 Craig Moffatt

Frances Montgomery

Diane Moran

Nancy & Glenn Muller

Dorothy & Doug Munson

Elizabeth & James Murray

Leslie & Robert Murray

Marti Murray

Judith & Alexander Nardacci

M.A. Newcomer Guilfoil

Sandra Newman

Dana & Lukasz Niedzielski

Jane & Richard Novick

Annette Orenstein & 

 Steven Polivy

Liliana Ortiz-Bermudez

Brandon Pantorno

Marcia & Daniel Parnell

Carol Parrish & Paul Clark

Reem Aweida Parsons

Andrea & Daniel Patel

Elizabeth Perry

Marina & William Perry

Susan Pettee & Michael Wise

Frederick M. Peyser Jr.

 Foundation

Sharri Posen

Asta Potter

Marcia Powdermaker & 

 Andrew Potler

Betty Prashker

Lucy Prashker

Ramelle Pulitzer & 

 Michael Pulitzer, Jr.

Mary Ann & Bruno Quinson

Elaine Radiss & Richard Petrino

Sharon & Paul Raverta

Cris Raymond

Christina Reynolds

Karen Richards

Joan Rogers & Jack Kelly

Gillian Rose

Karen & Jeffrey Ross

Alice & Donald Roth

Susan Rothschild & 

 Don Freedman

Rowntree Family Fund

James Ruberto

Linda Ruberto

Ellen Rudley & Neil Fox

Kim & Tom Ruffing

Linda & Frank Russell

Deborah & William Ryan

Nancy Salz & Richard Mickey

Diane Saunders & Bob Rosen

Loretta Scheel & Bob Bujalski

Paul Schieber

Myron Schiffer

Liz Schneider & Ben Liptzin

Deborah & Stephen Schreier

Denise & Robert Schwed

Harriet & Stuart Schweitzer

Carol & Richard Seltzer

Sally Set

Marcie Setlow & David Scribner

The Estate of Elizabeth 

 Ann Shalit

Julie Shapiro & Allan Dean

Leslie & Stephen Shatz

Michael Shepard

Sharon Shepard-Ballen & 

 Bill Ballen

Molly Sheriff

Betty Siegenthaler

Ruth Simon & David Feldman

Marcia Slaminsky

Lisa Sloane

Anna & Starbuck Smith

Kathleen & Philip Smith

Lauren & Michael Smith

Barbara Snyder & Len Sigal

Phan Soy & James Brooke 

Amanda & Peter Spina

Mary Spina

Robert Strassler

Nina Sumers Myers & 

 Alan C Myers

Lenore & Paul Sundberg

Ingrid & Richard Taylor

Karen Taylor

Sheila & Randy Thunfors

Lutitia Tibbetts

Arlene & Franklin Tolopko

John & Gina Toole

Janice Toran & 

 Bob Bogomolny

Margot & Kip Towl

Susan & Donald Ullman

Rachel Urquhart & 

 John Herrera

Joan & Michael Ury

Suzannah & Pieter Van Schaick

Hester Velmans & 

 Peter Cherneff

The Velmans Foundation Inc.

Mary & Tom Verdi

Lucinda Vermeulen

Susan Vernier & John Reynolds

Sheila & Peter Viale

Sally & Jeffrey Vincent

Cate Vojdik & Ivan Oransky

Claudia Jimenez Wadler & 

 Bradley Wadler 

Jason Wadler

Paula Wardynski

Jay Weintraub

Kacey & Scott Weintraub

Jane Wheeler

Reid & Laird White

Jean & Peter Whitehead

Carol & Robert Williams

Kathryn & Sean Wilson

Torey Winn

Teresa & Raymond Wise

Sally Anne Wittenberg

Diane Wortis

Natalya & Sergey Yantovsky

Mary & Steve Yarmosky
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Paula & Dr. Stuart Yurman

Christine & Raymond Zelehoski

Barbara Zheutlin & 

 Jonathan Hankin

Janet Zimmerman

Angela Zorzi

BUSINESSES

Adams Community Bank

Berkshire Food Co-op

Berkshire Health Systems

Blue Q

Brazabra Corporation

Cain Hibbard & Myers PC

Casablanca

Clark’s Nursery

Francis Investment 

 Consulting Group Inc

Frankie’s Ristorante Italiano

Guido’s Fresh Marketplace

Ed Herrington, Inc.

Fairview Hospital

Interprint, Inc.

Lenox Library Association

Merit Pages

Onyx Specialty Papers, Inc.

Polson Electric, Inc.

Salisbury Bank

Suburban Internal Medicine

The Bookloft, LLC

The Purple Plume

The Red Lion Inn

Tom’s Toys

Toole Insurance

Ward’s Nursery and 

 Garden Center

Wheeler & Taylor, Inc.

Windy Hill Farm, Inc.

Wingate Ltd.

Zabian’s Jewelers

FOUNDATIONS

Berkshire Bank Foundation

Berkshire Taconic 

 Community Foundation

Black Rock Foundation

Chauncey Loomis Fund of 

 the Berkshire Taconic 

 Community Foundation

Josephine and Louise 

 Crane Foundation

The Feigenbaum Foundation, Inc.

Frontstream Foundation

Greylock Federal Credit Union

The Geoffrey C. Hughes

 Foundation LLP

Jewish Women’s Foundation 

 of the Berkshires

The Ruth Krauss Foundation, Inc.

Lee Bank Foundation

The Donald C. McGraw 

 Foundation

Peckham Industries, Inc.

 Foundation

Robbins - de Beaumont

 Foundation

Dr. Robert C and Tina Sohn

 Foundation

Winter-Lehman Family 

 Foundation 

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS

Berkshire United Way, Inc.

Greenock Country Club

Lea Flower Fund

Miss Hall’s School

Mount Washington Church 

 of Christ

The Great Barrington Rotary Club

Thursday Morning Club

Town Of Egremont 

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Big Elm Brewing

cafeADAM

Canyon Ranch

Chester Common Table

Classical Tents

Dare Bottleshop and Provisions

Domaney’s Liquors and Fine Wines

Nejaime’s Wine Cellars

Spirited

Stockbridge Golf Club

Taft Farms

MATCHING GIFTS

General Dynamics Workplace

 Giving Program

Pledgeling Foundation

Skyward Specialty Insurance

 Foundation

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

Stephanie & David Adler

Pamela & Andrew Breslin

P. Rachel Cross

Leigh Doherty

Sue & Bill Dunlaevy

Wendy & Eric Federer

Lucy Bardo Harms & 

 Benjamin Harms

Merle Duskin Kailas & Leo Kailas

Leslie & Roy Kozupsky

Lesley Oransky

Linda & Frank Russell

Janice Toran & Bob Bogomolny

Susan Vernier & John Reynolds

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

Lola Cuevas

William Dillof

Jennie R. Drew

Edwin & Marie Fandel Flinn

Carole Israel

Lois Lenett

Lutitia Tibbetts

Edith & Loet Velmans

Susan Weintraub

Bridgette Wimberly

Nat Yohalem

Louis Seymour Zimmerman



THANK YOU TO OUR 2023 TUTORS!

Amy Abramovich

Elena Aguilar

Robert Alarie

Katharine Allentuck

Sue Arkans

Corinna Barbato

Alice Bassen

Yvette Bastow

Chelsea Beatty

Jan Berrick

Dana Biberman

Sam Bittman

Ashley Blodgett

Debra Bobson

Gloria Boms

Pincus Boms

Molly Boxer

Sarah Boyd

Pamela Breslin

Maria Brun

Beverly Brunette

Maggie Buchwald

Sarah Bullitt

Michael Bullock

Dara Burke

Justin Burke

Sara Jeanne Burke

Melissa Bye

Helfrich Caitlin

Robert Carlson

Maryann Carnes

Caroline Cazares

Elizabeth Chambers

Peter Cherneff

Sheela Clary

Lynn Clements

Marsha Cohen

Valerie Coleman

Elizabeth Colhoun

Veronica Colley Cunningham

Terry Cooper

Meghan Cortner

Jack Cowles

Judith Cromwell

James Cruz

Steve Cunningham

Allan Dean

Katherine Dean

Andrew DeGiacomo

Denise Devereaux

Charles Dockery

Nance Ebert

Carol Edelman

Linda Egan

Dan Entwisle

Abby Escobar

Charlotte Fairweather

Eric Federer

Michael Flamini

Victoria Fleming

Catherine Folkers

Genevieve Franck

Goldy Fried

Janice Friedman

Eva Friedner

David Frione

Holly Gill

Elsie Gilligan

Amanda Giracca

David Goldenberg

Martin Goldstein

Diane Gordon

Susan Gordon

David Gorson

Beth Gott

Martha Gottron

Donna Gray

Jennifer Greenberg

Melissa Greenlaw

Adrienne Gruskin

Jessica Harding

Lucy Harms

Robbi Hartt

Thomas Haskins-Vaughan

Suzanne Hatch

Leslye Heilig

Linda Hensel

Janna Herman

Shannon Hickey

Tricia Hickey

Bess Hochstein

Judy Hoffman

Charlotte Holubar

Jed Horowitz

Marc Hurel

Marilou Hyson

Leslie Ioffredo

Jane Jacobs

Leslie Jameson

Hanna Jensen

Charles Joslyn

Sandi Kafenbaum

11



Gigliotti Kate

Joan Katter

Gloria Katz

Kevin Kavanah

Robi Kellerman

Frank Kern

Julie Kern

Sylwia Ketchen

Ella Khalsa

Lily Khalsa

Sara Kiesel

Kristina Kisiel

Laurie Kropkowski

James Lawrence

Donna Leep

Jeanne Lemlin

Anne Lesser

Gennevieve LeVasseur

Aline Libassi

David Lippman

Juliana Lopez

Mackenzie Loring

Michaela Loring

Michael Lucia

Wendy Mackey

Marcy Mann

Laura Mars

Barry Martin

Maria Martin Arenas

Colin Mathews

Lise Mayer

Julie Medeiros

Edwin Meek

Tom Menner

Adrienne Miesmer

Nancy Miller

Margaret Mitchell

Diandra Mongeon

Donna Morelli

Anne Morrill

Anne Most

Leslie Murray

Mary Navin

Patricia Neri

Alejandra Nozyce

Janet O’Brien

Barbara Palumbo

Carol Parrish

Katherine Pasco Frisnia

Wendy Pearson

Stephen Pelletier

Kristin Piasecki

Andrew Pincus

Diane Piraino

Joanna Pooi

Elaine Radiss

Miranda Ralph

Tarcisio Ramos dos Santos

Janice Robbins

Chandra Rodrigues

Mayra Rodriguez

Fernando Rojas

Marc Rosenthal

Alice Roth

Linda Russell

Aimée Saint Hilaire

Nancy Salz

Diane Saunders

Ella Saupe

Suzanne Sawyer

Gary Scheft

Paul Schieber

Catherine Schwartz

Barry Shapiro

Leslie Shatz

Marc Siegel

Betty Siegenthaler

Beatrice Smith

Alison Sneider

Barbara Snyder

Tina Sotis

Maureen Spollen

Barbara Sproul

Eleanor Strehl

Ron Strickland

Lenore Sundberg

Karen Taylor

Ron Terry

Janice Toran

Debra Trautmann

Jessica Treat

Michael Trelawny-Cassity

Samuel Trelawny-Cassity

Joan Ury

Edward Valentine

Kathleen Van Orman

Reinout Van Wagtendonk

Mary Verdi

Tom Verdi

Elsa Vivero

Jeff Waingrow

Nancy Walters

Hannah Weeks

Joyce Wezell

Mary Williams

Melanie Willins

Kathryn Wilson

Sally Wittenberg

Julius Wool

John Wright

Debbie Youngelman

Elisabeth Youngerman

Bruce Zarnoch

Barbara Zheutlin

Dee Zimmer
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INVEST IN 
THE FUTURE

LITNET’S LEGACY CIRCLE
Have you considered including LitNet 
in your will? We off er many ways to 
share your legacy with an organization 
you are passionate about. A planned 
gift is often a major gift that involves 
integrating personal, fi nancial, and 
estate planning concepts with a donor’s 
plan for a lifetime or testamentary 
giving. Through planned giving, you 
can ensure that those adults most 
in need in our community will have 
access to educational opportunities for 
generations to come. 

Prior to making a legacy gift, we 
recommend you consult your attorney 
or tax advisor. To speak with LitNet 
about your intentions, please contact 
Executive Director Leigh Doherty at 
ldoherty@litnetsb.org or (413) 243-0471.

“Some of my most meaningful work has 

been as a volunteer at LitNet. LitNet has 

positioned itself as an important resource 

in the community where it continues to 

train and match learners with volunteer 

tutors like me. LitNet improves our 

community as it improves the lives of its 

residents.”  —Linda Russell 

“We want LitNet to continue to thrive 

even after we are gone. That is why 

our planned giving includes LitNet in 

our will.”  —Frank Russell 

“As an English major and an editor, 

LitNet seemed to be the right place 

for me to give back to my community. 

I joined LitNet as a tutor in ESOL and 

coached applicants for citizenship. Soon 

I was appointed to the LitNet Board. My 

work for LitNet is ongoing as I now have 

included this amazing institution in my 

legacy with a gift of $50,000 to help 

defray costs for students applying for 

citizenship and otherwise for LitNet’s 

unrestricted use.”

   —Cris Raymond

“LitNet has helped me to be 

more eff ectively involved in my 

community.” 

            —Sandra, LitNet Learner
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INVEST IN OUR COMMUNITY! 
LITNET NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!
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BECOME A 
VOLUNTEER TUTOR
LitNet is always seeking tutors in the areas of 

ESOL, U.S. citizenship test preparation, adult 

basic education, and/or high school equivalency 

test preparation. No experience is necessary, just 

patience and a willingness to learn. Training and 

ongoing support are provided. You do not need 

to be bilingual. Tutors typically meet with their 

learners for one to two hours per week. Visit the 

“Becoming a LitNet Tutor” page on our website 

or email Miguel Silva at msilva@litnetsb.org.

PARTY
Come support our mission of investing in our 

community while having a great time at our 

annual celebration, to be held in fall 2024. Check 

back with LitNet in the spring for the exact date.

DINE 
On February 7, dine-to-donate at 51 Park 

Restaurant in Lee and on May 16 at Frankie’s 

Ristorante in Lenox! 10% of dinner proceeds 

(eat-in and take-out) go to LitNet.

DONATE
LitNet relies on the generosity of individual donors, 

local businesses, and foundations to advance our 

mission. LitNet can accept donations of cash, 

checks, or securities. Checks can be made payable 

to Literacy Network. Mail to Literacy Network, 

32 Park Street, Lee, MA 01238 or visit litnetsb.org/

donate to give online. Contact Executive Director 

Leigh Doherty for more information at 

ldoherty@litnetsb.org or (413) 243-0471.

NO TAX DEDUCTION 
LIMITS IN MA 
FOR CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS
Massachusetts has a new charitable contributions 

deduction. It’s available to all taxpayers, whether 

you itemize deductions on your federal return or 

not. Keep track of your contributions and report 

them on the state tax return you fi le in the fi rst part 

of 2024. They’ll be deducted from your taxable 

income. This deduction is universal and permanent, 

so you can utilize it every year going forward.

MAKE YOUR GIFT
GO FURTHER 
Your contribution to Literacy Network may be 

eligible for a matching gift from your employer. 

Contact your company’s Human Resources 

department to learn about your matching gift 

program. Please send us the matching gift 

paperwork provided by your employer. We will 

certify that we received your donation and return 

the requested materials to your employer. This can 

usually be completed online. 

“Working with my learner is 

one of the most satisfying and 

rewarding things I’ve ever done.”

            —Barry, LitNet Tutor



FUNDRAISING 
$29,522

BUSINESS  
& COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS 
$43,038 

INVESTMENT INCOME 
$5,000

INCOME:

EXPENSE:

FISCAL YEAR 2023*  

INDIVIDUALS
$147,547

FOUNDATIONS 
$86,231

MANAGEMENT
& GENERAL 
$76,817

KEATOR SCHOLARSHIPS & 
FUND FOR THE FUTURE 

$89,241

$371,057

$371,057

TOTAL
INCOME

TOTAL
EXPENSE
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* Annual audit in process

PROGRAM  
& EDUCATION 

$264,718
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OUR VISION
An engaged, welcoming, and literate Berkshire community

OUR MISSION
To transform the lives of adult learners, both immigrant and U.S.-born,  

through the power of literacy, education, and advocacy.

WHAT WE DO
LitNet provides free, individualized, one-on-one instruction 

in English for Speakers of Other Languages, U.S. citizenship test 

preparation, high school equivalency test preparation, and basic education. 

Our professional staff and trained team of volunteer tutors offer 

generalized educational support and promote access 

to a network of community resources.

OUR CORE VALUES
We believe everyone has a right to an education.

We believe in the power of literacy to transform lives.

We believe challenges in life and learning should be met with patience and flexibility.

We believe a connected community is a stronger community.



LITERACY NETWORK 

32 PARK STREET

LEE, MA 01238

INFO@LITNETSB.ORG  |  LITNETSB.ORG  |  @LITNETSB  |  413.243.0471

EMPOWERING
OUR COMMUNITY


